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“Information Disorder: Understanding propaganda 

techniques during a war infodemic” Thessaloniki Workshop  

1-3 July 2022  

Heinrich Böll Stiftung Office, Thessaloniki, Aristotelous 3  

 

Friday 

17:30 Registration - Welcome 

Introduction  

Despina Syrri, Symbiosis-School of Political Studies in Greece, Council of Europe Network 

Mihalis Goudis, Head of the Heinrich Böll Stiftung Office in Thessaloniki, Greece 

Tour de table – short introductions by participants 

18:00-20:00 

Introduction to Media New and Old, Eleni Panayiotou 

Introduction to Storytelling through Media, Polina Moshenska 

Mobile journalism, Eleni Panayiotou 

 

Saturday 10:00-17:00 

Reporting from Ukraine, Alexia Kalaitzi 

Propaganda, Eleni Panayiotou 

11:50-12:00       Coffee break 

Information Disorder, Eleni Panayiotou 
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Fake News, Eleni Panayiotou 

13:45 - 14:30 Lunch break 

Infodemic, Eleni Panayiotou 

The psychology of processing information, Eleni Panayiotou 

News making during bombings, Ljubisa Vrencev 

 

Sunday  10:00-17:00 

Identifying the actors, Eleni Panayiotou 

Propaganda techniques, Eleni Panayitou 

11:50-12:00       Coffee Break 

Content and Source evaluation, Eleni Panayiotou 

Ways to recognize accuracy and reliability, Eleni Panayiotou 

14:15 - 14:45 Lunch break 

The dark side of Social Media & ways to cope with, Eleni Panayiotou 

Telling your own story, Polina Moshenska 

Wrap up  

 

Participants are invited to make their own videos (2-3 min) and stories/articles, which 

we will upload to Medialab.blog, together with material from workshop in a dedicated 

section. 
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Presenters 

Polina Moshenska is a Ukrainian filmmaker. She has graduated from National University of Kyiv 

Mohyla Academy with MA in Culture Studies.  Her documentaries have been selected by 

international festivals and film events all over the world. She worked in different positions 

within the film industry in Ukraine and Europe. 

Eleni Panayiotou is a Media Professional with over 20 years’ experience, specialising in online 

and radio journalism.  Eleni has been Editor in Chief at popular Greek defence website OnAlert 

and worked freelance in defence and security journalism for online media. She has participated 

in an array of cross-border journalism missions. Eleni has studied Media at the London College 

of Music and Media, University of West London and Cultural Studies at Goldsmiths University of 

London. She is currently Head of Communications at Arbeiter Samariter Bund – Country Office 

Greece 

Alexia Kalaitzi is a journalist who lives and works in Thessaloniki. She covers current affairs, with 

a focus on social and political topics for Greek and international media. She works for ERT 

television and "Kathimerini" newspaper and her reports have been published in Deutsche Welle, 

Guardian, Al Jazeera and VICE, among others. She has participated in cross-border investigative 

journalism projects and in 2021 she was selected as a fellow for the Fellowship for Journalistic 

Excellence of the Balkan Investigative Journalism Network (BIRN). She studied at the 

Department of Journalism and Media of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and completed 

the postgraduate program at the University of Macedonia on politics and economics in 

Southeast and Eastern Europe. In the summer of 2019, she trained in documentary production, 

attending the Journalism Video Workshop, Columbia University in New York, with a scholarship 

from the Stavros Niarchos Foundation. 

 Ljubisa Vrencev, a co-founder of Symbiosis, has worked as journalist and editor in Radio and TV 

Pancevo, Serbia, from 1995-2000. With over 30 years of experience in developing and 

implementing humanitarian and emergencies response programs, managing sustainability units 

in corporate and other environments and advising on development policy and best practices, he 

is currently Country Director at Arbeiter Samariter Bund – Country Office in Greece. 

 

———————————————————————————————————————— 

Symbiosis was founded in May 2011 drawing upon collaborations in the Balkans and Greece in 

education, rights and anti-discrimination. Based on the premise that practicing human rights 

protection equals to democratic rule of law, Symbiosis focuses on information and education, 

freedom of expression, documentation and analysis, public debate and active civic participation, 

so that people and communities voice their needs and ideas. Grounded on the need for global 

civics, citizenship, social inclusion and political participation, Symbiosis work towards democratic 

participation in political processes free of discrimination and exclusion, and on developing civic 
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awareness on institutional practices regarding rights. In 2020, Symbiosis has been awarded the 

European Citizens’ Prize by the European Parliament for the activities of the School of Political 

Studies in Greece. Symbiosis advocates for the political, social and economic participation of 

migrants and marginalised communities. Τhe organisation participates in networks such as the 

Anna Lindh Foundation Network, the Fundamental Rights Platform of the EU Fundamental 

Rights Agency, the Greek Housing Network, Select Respect Network and the Thessaloniki 

Municipality Migrants’ Integration Council (2012-19). 

  

The School for Political Studies in Greece was established by Symbiosis and the Council of 

Europe in 2014 and affiliated to the Network of Council of Europe Schools of Political Studies. 

This initiative of the Council of Europe since the early 1990s aims to develop and strengthen 

democratic processes, strengthen civil society and promote democratic initiatives. Today, the 21 

Schools that make it up, focus on the challenges that arise for democracy and its institutions. 

The educational programme of the School in Greece consists of an annual cycle of seminars, 

participation in the Council of Europe World Forum for Democracy in Strasbourg, as well as 

training, and it aims at education, co-operation and dialogue among civil society, policy makers, 

experts and the media. It focuses on human rights, anti-discrimination, social inclusion, 

democratic citizenship, freedom of expression, democratic governance, equality and gender-

based violence, migration and the protection of the environment. 

  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Symbiosis - School of Political Studies in Greece 

Council of Europe Network of Schools 

Agias Theodoras 10, 546 23, Thessaloniki, Greece,  

Website: www.symbiosis.org.gr, FB: @SymbiosisOrg 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.symbiosis.org.gr%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cvassiliki.mitsiniotou%40drc.ngo%7C9204b03b03ff47cd896708d7eb8479f9%7C2a212241899c4752bd3351eac3c582d5%7C0%7C0%7C637236826532150671&sdata=aW4MYPn3zBa%2FnMw99n9yCPG9w%2BaruvzBs4CcY6dhF5I%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/SymbiosisOrg/

